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ACT NRM Council

This newsletter will also appear on www.actlandcare.org.au


Editor’s Note:

Welcome to the June edition of News of our World.  In the last newsletter, I mentioned that I would aim to get News of our World out by the third Friday of the month.  I now realise this clashes with another regular commitment so I will distribute the newsletter towards the end of each month.
This edition of News of our World has quite a few events listed which you may wish to attend.  You are also invited to provide feedback for the Caring for our Country process.  Finally, don’t forget nominations for the ACT Landcare Awards are due Friday 10th July.  
In this issue:

News from the ACT NRM Council

· Reminder - Landcare Awards: Nominations Close 10 July
Catchment Groups News and Information
Follow the links to find out more about your local catchment group 

· Molonglo Catchment Group: http://www.molonglocatchment.com.au/
· Southern ACT Catchment Group: http://www.sactcg.org.au/
· Ginninderra Catchment Group: http://www.ginninderralandcare.org.au/: 
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· Two Platypus Die in Illegal Yabby Trap
· National Reserve System  Strategy 2009-2030 Released
· Cotter Dam Ready to go to the Next Stage 
· National Network of Landcare Coordinators to Continue
Funding opportunities/Grants

· Strengthening Basin Communities
· Youth InterACT Grants are now Open Until 27 July 2009
· IWC water Leader Scholarships now open
Events, Courses and Volunteering Opportunities
· Water for the Future
· Quick Checks – Healthy Farm, Healthy business
· Weeds Conference 2009
· Understanding Practice Change by Rural Landholders
· Carbon Forum
· UNSW Environmental Management Systems and Environmental Auditing Short Courses
· Fourth Annual Local Government Sustainable Development Conference
· Biodiversity Summit: Biodiversity for Climate Protection 

Resources/information
· Groundwater Fact Sheet
· Salinity Audit Report
Call For Proposals/Submissions/Expressions of Interest
· Caring for our Country Feedback
· NasellaDeck
Awards, Competitions 
· NSW DPI Buerckner & Stephenson Weed Officer Awards
· Name the Centenary Native Plant
News from the ACT NRM Council

ACT Landcare Awards – Nominations close 10th July

A reminder that the ACT Landcare Awards are now open for nominations and the closing date for entries is Friday 10th July.  Download the nomination form from http://www.actlandcare.org.au/landcareawards 
If you have any questions, or would like more information, contact Esther Duffy on 02 6205 2913 or esther.duffy@act.gov.au. 
News 

Two Platypus Die in Illegal Yabby Trap

Director of Parks, Conservation & Land, Jane Carder, today called for Canberrans to report any sightings of yabby nets or traps in ACT rivers and streams, after 2 male platypuses were found drowned in an illegal opera house yabby net at Angle Crossing, south of Tharwa.

“It is disappointing to see people are still illegally using these nets to catch yabbies, even though all enclosed nets, like the opera house nets, have been illegal in the ACT for over eight years under the ACT Fisheries Management Act 2000,” Mrs Carder said.

“The nets pose an immediate threat to native wildlife, including our beloved and protected platypus that get trapped inside and drown because they cannot escape.

“The use of these nets and illegal fishing is unfortunately not a rare occurrence. I would like to remind all Canberrans to look out for these enclosed nets and any illegal fishing when using ACT waterways and report immediately,” Mrs Carder said.

ACT Waterwatch’s Tanya Noakes, who runs a platypus watch program said, this incident was a tragedy and should not have occurred.

“We are currently monitoring and researching platypus populations within the ACT and the Queanbeyan River,” said Tanya Noakes.

“Platypus are relatively difficult to see in the wild because of their quiet, retiring nature and largely nocturnal habits. It is important that all platypus sightings are reported.

“Our platypus watch program encourages people such as anglers, canoeists, bushwalkers and farmers working on riverside properties to report all platypus sighting to us.

“People often do not report platypus sightings because they are not aware of the potential importance of the information, which can be extremely valuable to map the animals' current distribution and provide insight into how this distribution may have changed over time,” Tanya Noakes said.

To report enclosed net or trap sightings or illegal fishing contact Crime Stoppers 1 800 333 000 or Canberra Connect on 13 22 81.

To get involved in Platypus Watch or report platypus sightings contact Tanya Noakes, ACT Waterwatch on 6207 2246.
National Reserve System Strategy 2009-2030 Released

The National Reserve System Strategy 2009-2030 has been released and is available for download at http://environment.gov.au/parks/publications/nrs/nrsstrat.html. 
The strategy will fully guide the work on the National Reserve System in the years ahead.

Each state and territory will now prepare a five-year plan to implement the strategy.

These plans will support the strategy and reflect the regional differences in conserving biodiversity across the landscape and the conservation challenges they pose.
Cotter dam ready to go to the next stage 

The Enlarged Cotter Dam project is ready to go to the next stage with the approval of the Environmental Impact Statement Assessment Report (EISAR) by the Minister for Planning Andrew Barr. 

The ACTEW Corporation project is central to securing Canberra’s drinking water supply. 

It involves building a new dam to increase the volume of the Cotter Reservoir from 4 gigalitres to 78 gigalitres. As required under the Planning and Development Act 2007 ACTEW Corporation has undertaken an Environmental Assessment and Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The ACT Planning and Land Authority has examined the EIS, prepared the EISAR and provided the Minister with the report and their recommendations. The Minister has determined the EIS is complete. 

For the full media release visit http://www.chiefminister.act.gov.au/media.php?v=8156&m=49 

National network of Landcare Coordinators to continue

The Rudd Government today announced a national network of local Landcare facilitators will continue, with a total $33.6 million committed over four years.

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Tony Burke said the decision followed extensive discussions with local Landcare groups and strong representations from a number of MPs.

From next year, up to $8.4 million will be provided annually under Caring for our Country to fund up to 56 Landcare coordinator positions across Australia.

The coordinators will work closely with producers to help them continue work improving the sustainable management of their farm businesses.

They will promote sustainable farming practices, to help secure the productivity of agriculture in the face of climate change.

The Government will also provide immediate transitional funding, to allow current Landcare coordinators to continue in their existing positions until the end of the year.

The current coordinators are based in regional natural resource management groups such as Catchment Management Authorities.

Mr Burke said since becoming minister he had spent as much time as possible with people who work the land, on their land.

“Farmers have consistently told me this Landcare network is a social glue as well as an important sustainable farming initiative,” Mr Burke said.

“Landcare was established by the Hawke Labor Government in 1989 and now we estimate around three-quarters of Australian farmers are involved or benefit from the shared knowledge.

“Rural and regional communities place an immense value on this network but the funding had not been continued under Caring for our Country.

“It is my job to listen to their concerns and ensure we now deliver the funding so these people can keep working as links in their communities.

“I thank the local members who have worked hard to represent their Landcare groups on this issue and also the groups who sat down with me to talk the issue through in detail.

“Linked with important research we are funding into soil and livestock emissions and climate change adaptation, this network will help to make the agricultural sector even more resilient.”

The coordinators will link and support Landcare and production groups involved in sustainable farming practices and on-farm natural resource management.

From next year, coordinator positions will be funded under an open, competitive process to ensure broad representation across different regions and agricultural industries.

Funding Opportunities/Grants

Strengthening Basin Communities
The Rudd Government is seeking proposals from local councils in the Murray-Darling Basin to help them better deal with the huge challenges posed by a future with less water.

"In the face of drought and climate change and after years of over-allocation, Murray-Darling Basin communities are doing it really tough," Minister for Climate Change and Water, Senator Penny Wong, said.

"The Rudd Government is committed to helping these communities forge strong and sustainable futures.

"Today, we are calling for proposals from Basin communities for Government funds to help them assess the impact of less water on their local area, and undertake community-wide planning for the future.

"I encourage all local governments in the Murray-Darling Basin to apply before the closing date of 21 August 2009."

The Strengthening Basin Communities program is part of the Australian Government's $12.9 billion Water for the Future plan. Guidelines and application forms are available by calling 1800 218 or visiting www.environment.gov.au/water/programs/index.html.
Youth InterACT Grants are now Open Until 27 July 2009

Youth InterACT Grants provide funding amounts up to $2500 for young people to organise events, activities and programs (referred to as projects) for other young people in the ACT.
If you know of any environmental projects that include young people in the ACT, they may be eligible for the grants. Visit www.youth.act.gov.au to find out more or contact Youth InterACT on 6205 0632.

IWC Water Leader Scholarships now open

Full and partial tuition Water Leader Scholarships are now open to study Master of Integrated Water Management (www.watercentre.org/education/programs).
Full scholarships – AU$36,000 – cover tuition for the three semester program 

Scholarships are available for full-time and part-time/distance study (part-time/distance for Australian citizens/residents only) 

Eligibility: Applicants must have completed a university level qualification which is at least equivalent in standard to an Australian four year degree.

Practical experience in a related field is preferred but not required.

Download the program brochure:
http://www.watercentre.org/education/Master_of_Integrated_Water_Management.pdf 
Email: scholarships@watercentre.org
Call: +617 3123 7766
Events, Courses and Volunteering Opportunities
Water for the Future

Australia faces major challenges in ensuring sustainable water supply in the face of drying climate and rising demand for water. In response, the Australian Government's framework, Water for the Future, provides national leadership in water reform for all Australians. Information about the Water for the Future programs can be found at http://www.environment.gov.au/water/action/index.html 
The Australian Government is keen to increase information exchange and dialogue with Murray-Darling basin communities on water issues.  The Department of Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts is seeking to further enhance this effort by directly engaging with regional stakeholders.
Rod Carr from the Department will receive queries and feedback from our region about Water for the Future.  Rod will hopefully attend the UMCCC (Upper Murrimbidgee Catchment Coordinating Committee) meeting over the next few months.  
If you would like to know when Rod is talking to the UMCCC, please contact pauline.carder@act.gov.au. 

If your organisation is interested in talking to Rod directly, he can be contacted on:
02 6274  2682
Rod.Carr@environment.gov.au.
QuickChecks – Healthy Land, Healthy Farm Business
Have you given your farm a checkup recently?  Do you know if its health is improving? deteriorating? staying about the same?
Your farm's health is essential for the health of your farm business, so you need to keep an eye on how it's going.
The next QuickChecks course will be at:
Murrumbateman
18th July 2009
9am-4pm
In this workshop, you will work with a small group online and a trainer to learn some simple and quick techniques to monitor your farm's natural resources.  You will be given time to choose and try out one or two of these checks on your land, and then join in with your group online to share feedback on what was useful, what problems were encountered and how you could use these checks in the future.
For more information and to register, contact Robyn Diamond:
Email: rdiamond@ruralbiztraining.com.au
Ph: 02 6884 8812

If you would like to organise another Online (or ‘face to face’) workshop at a time that suits your group please contact RuralBuz Training. The QuickChecks training is FarmReady approved.

Weeds Conference 2009

The 15th Biennial Conference’s theme is “The Old and the New” (Changes in Weed Management) and aims to provide attendees with a history on weed management (successes, failures, and change), current weeds control activities, and a vision of the future for weeds management as a result of changing: technologies, demographics in rural and urban areas, and improved transport as a result of trade globalisation. 
Details:
14-17 September 2009
Narrabri, NSW
To download a registration form visit www.weedsconference.com.
Understanding Practice Change by Rural Landholders

Date: 8 July 2009, 8:30am – 5:00pm
Venue: University Club, Hackett Drive, University of Western Australia
Understanding the process of practice change by rural landholders is crucial for policy makers, agricultural researchers, extension agents, environmental management bodies, NGOs and consultants.

This event follows a highly successful symposium on the same topic that we ran in Melbourne on 14 November 2008. That event attracted around 400 delegates, including delegates from the public sector, regional natural resource management bodies, private consultants, media, agricultural input suppliers, universities, CSIRO and students.  The symposium in WA will include several speakers from the original event, supplemented by a range of additional experts.

For more information visit http://www.ruralpracticechange.org/content/wa-symposium
Carbon Forum

Monday 6th July
1.00pm—7.00pm
Nimmitabel Country Club
Non-members: $80 (dinner & afternoon tea provided)

For Registration please call 1800 236 975 or email nancy@msanda.com.au

Agriculture and support industries will face no bigger issue in the next decade than climate variability, CO2 emissions and the proposed Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS). .

The Carbon Day Out will cover climate change, the impact at the farm level of the emissions trading scheme and soil carbon sequestration—fact or fiction??

Speakers

Prof Ian Plimer (Prof of Mining Geology & Earth Sciences at the Uni of Adelaide). His recent book “Heaven & Earth : Global Warming, the missing science” has reignited the debate on human-induced climate change.

Dr Mick Keogh (Director of the Australian Farm Institute) will discuss the impacts of the pro-posed 2011 Emissions Trading Scheme at the local farm level...what will be the flow-on costs to farmers? How should farmers respond? What are the strategies farmers need to consider?

Dr Jeff Baldock (Senior Researcher Scientist, CSIRO, Adelaide) is one of the leading re-searchers on soil carbon in Australia. Jeff will discuss building soil carbon for productivity, potential to increase soil carbon? affect of management on soil carbon, $$ for carbon sequestration—fact or fiction??

Dr Christine Jones (Founder of Carbon for Life Inc & ASCAS) is an internationally renowned groundcover and soils ecologist. Christine will discuss methods of adopting regenerative land management practices that actively improve soil health and opportunities for carbon capture as an income stream for farms.
UNSW Environmental Management Systems and Environmental Auditing Short Courses

The School of Risk and Safety Sciences in collaboration with the Environment Unit at UNSW designed environmental short courses to help professionals in developing Environmental Management Systems (EMS) and environmental auditing (EA) skills. 

The short Courses will be delivered at the University of New South Wales, Kensington Campus:

EMS short course: 22-24 July 2009 - Cost: $2,650.00 per person (GST inclusive) 

EA workshop in e-learning mode (lectures delivered on-line from July 2009) followed by a two day practical workshop from 10-11 September 2009 - Cost: $2,650.00 per person (GST inclusive) 

Website: http://www.safesci.unsw.edu.au/courses/shortcourses.html

For further information contact: 
Dr. Christian Khalil,
Phone: (02) 9385 5349/0403122258 
E-mail: c.khalil@unsw.edu.au
Fourth Annual Local Government Sustainable Development Conference

Tuesday 18th - Wednesday 19th August
The Sebel Albert Park, Melbourne
http://www.halledit.com.au/lgsd09

The fourth annual Local Government Sustainable Development Conference is a two-day conference which will feature award-winning and leading-edge best practice case studies in sustainable development, including addressing challenges of sustainability, and providing advice from over 30 speakers on how local governments can achieve their sustainable development goals in a cost-effective manner.
Biodiversity Summit: Biodiversity for Climate Change
Saturday 8 August 2009, Canberra

Aiming to better understand the connections between biodiversity and climate, and why protecting natural ecosystems is essential to tackle the climate crisis

Speakers.  Dr Rachel Warren, Tyndall Centre UK, Prof Brendan Mackey, Fenner School ANU and more

This one-day forum is for anyone interested in biodiversity and the climate challenge – researchers, lawyers, land managers, activists, students, policy-makers, and interested individuals.

Registration.  Standard $95, low income $55 (includes lunch and morning and afternoon tea)

Organised by Green Institute www.greeninstitute.com.au and Lawyers for Forests www.lawyersforforests.asn.au

To find out more and register on-line go to http://www.biodiversitysummit.org.au/ and for any queries email biosummit2009@gmail.com. 
Resources/Information
Groundwater Fact Sheet
The Upper Murrimbidgee Catchment Coordinating Committee has launched a fact sheet for rural landholders on groundwater.  The fact sheet can be downloaded from the UMCCC website.

Salinity Audit Report
The NSW Department of Environment and Climate Change has just released a report on salinity titled: Salinity Audit: Upland Catchments of the NSW Murray-Darling Basin.  This report, and other information, can be accessed from http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/salinity/science/assessments.htm 
Calls for Proposals/Submissions/Expressions of Interest
Caring for our Country Feedback

The Australian Government is evaluating the 2009-10 Caring for our Country Business Plan. You are invited to provide feedback and suggestions via the website on the Investment Proposal Form, the Business Plan and the Targets. Your feedback will be used to inform the development of the 2010-11 Business Plan. The survey will remain open until midnight Wednesday 8 July 2009.  You can access the survey at the following link http://www.nrm.gov.au.
NasellaDeck
The National CNG program is developing a 'NASSELLAdeck' - a weed deck that uses seed and other diagnostic features to identify and distinguish CNG and other Nessella species from native grasses. This will greatly assist weed managers throughout Australia with the difficult task of identification and management of invasive Nassella spp. 
Matt Sheehan from the Department of Primary Industries is trying to get an idea of the level of support that there is for this project, and is putting a call out to anyone, particularly grass taxonomists and agronomists, who would like to be involved. 

The project will be delivered in three stages. The Australian Government has provided funding for stage 1 of the project, which will essentially be a scoping phase. 
The cards will match existing WEEDeck cards.  The project involves a number of stages:
(A) Scoping phase to select species

1. Identify and collect voucher specimens of the grasses that can be misidentified as Nassella. The size of the list has yet to be quantified and would involve field work. Essential that there is collaboration with grass taxonomists, and agronomists from QLD NSW, Vic, SA and Tasmania. This is essentially a scoping phase. 

(B) Preparation phase to obtain material to prepare cards

(C) Printing.

The time taken to deliver the NASSELLAdeck will extend to April 2010, primarily due to the need to identify, photograph and illustrate the native species during their flowering period.

Matt is particularly interested in hearing from people who would be willing to: 
- nominate species that for inclusion in the deck 
- providing specimens to be included in herbaria 
- be a part of the NASSELLAdeck steering committee. 
Contact:
If you are interested in being involved please contact Matt Sheehan matthew.sheehan@dpi.vic.gov.au or Lionel Woodford lionel.woodford@dpi.vic.gov.au. 
Awards, Competitions
NSW DPI Buerckner & Stephenson Weed Officer Awards

The NSW Department of Primary Industries (DPI) is calling for nominations for the Buerckner & Stephenson Weed Officer Awards. The Awards will be presented at the 15th NSW Biennial Weeds Conference which will be held in Narrabri from 15 to 17 September 2009. 

The Awards were established in 2007 in honour of Parkes Shire Council Weed Officers, Mal Buerckner and Ian Stephenson, who were tragically killed on the job in a helicopter accident in 2006, along with the pilot Shane Thrupp. The Awards acknowledge outstanding contribution to weed management in NSW.

There will be two categories in this year’s Awards:

· The Buerckner Award – for outstanding contribution to the on ground control of weeds in NSW. 

· The Stephenson Award – for outstanding contribution to planning and coordinating weed management programs in NSW. 

Nomination forms for each Award are available from the NSW DPI Extranet for Weed Professionals. Nominations close on the 30 July 2009.  The winners of the NSW DPI Buerckner & Stephenson Weed Officer Awards will receive a book prize and a presentation medal. 

The NSW Weeds Officers Association Inc. and The Weed Society of NSW Inc. have each generously donated $500.00 to each winner to be used towards travel costs to attend the 16th NSW Biennial Weeds Conference in 2011 (the Buerckner Award recipient) or the 17th Australasian Weeds Conference in Christchurch, New Zealand from 26 to 30 September 2010 (the Stephenson Award recipient). Conditions apply.

For more information on the Awards contact Alyssa Schembri on 02 6391 3850 or email weed.resource@dpi.nsw.gov.au. 

Name the Centenary Native Plant

A Correa cultivar has been selected as the native plant to commemorate Canberra’s Centenary in 2013 and the Canberra community is urged to make suggestions on the common name for this beautiful new plant.
Photos and plant details for the Correa are available on the Centenary of Canberra website. Alternatively, hard copy suggestion forms (with photos and plant details) are available at Yarralumla Nursery or by phoning Canberra Connect on 13 22 81.
To provide a Centenary native plant name online please visit www.canberra100.com.au before 31 July 2009.
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